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Center your title, but do not underline, italicize, boldface, or use word art for the title.
The title may be the name of the assignment (e.g. Response Journal #19). Please use one inch
margins on all sides. Please use 10 or 12 point Times New Roman font ONLY. Please use
normal character spacing. Please use black ink and white paper. Please be sure to double-space
all assignments, unless the teacher tells you otherwise.

Do not hit the “enter” button twice between paragraphs. If the assignment requires the
answering of questions, please include the question. Please use complete sentences when

answering questions.



Appendix
Terms and Deflinitions

Alliteration - the repetition of sounds at the beginning of words. Example: More Mischief and
Merriment.

Anaphora - repetition of a word or group of words within a short section of writing. Example: “A time
to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up that which is planted.”-
Ecclesiastes 3:2

Assonance - repetition of an interior vowel sound within a short section. Example: Why does my wife
fly in the sky at night?

Characterization - the methods, incidents, speech, etc., an author uses to reveal the people in the book.
Characterization is depicted by what the person says, what others say, and by his or her actions.

Climax - the point of greatest dramatic tension or excitement in a story. Examples: Othello’s murder of
Desdemona. In To Kill a Mockingbird, the person chasing Scout is killed.

Conflict - the struggle that moves the action forward in a work of literature. There are three types
of conflict, and most books include all three: man versus man (Example: a typical Western, in
which the sheriff confronts the outlaw): man versus nature (Example: a story about someone sur-
viving in a small boat on the ocean); man versus himself (Example: a character in a story fighting
his or her own drug abuse). Some authorities consider man versus society a fourth category of
conflict (Example: a character in a book fighting against the Nazis).

Exposition - the background information that the reader has to know and/or understand before reading
the play or novel. The information is usually dealt with at the beginning of the book. Sometimes,
exposition reveals things that occurred before the actual plot begins. Example: The chorus in
Romeo and Juliet explains the setting, the feud between the families, and the future deaths of the
main characters in fourteen lines of poetry.

Figurative Language- words and phrases that have meanings different from their usual ones in order

to create a poetic and/or literary effect. Examples: Love certainly has its own seasons; crumbling
cities made of matches.

Foreshadowing - the use of hints or clues in a story to suggest what action is to come. Foreshadowing
is frequently used to create interest and build suspense. Example: Two small and seemingly

inconsequential car accidents predict and hint at the upcoming, important wreck in The Great
Gatsby.

Imagery - the use of words to evoke impressions and meanings that are more than just the basic,
accepted definitions of the words themselves. Example: The quotation, “Get thee to a nunnery,”
from Hamlet implies that Ophelia must regain her purity and chastity and does not simply mean
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that is physical and can be seen by the reader, and also has elements that cannot be understood,
it can be used symbolically to stand for the abstraction of “mystery,” “obscurity,” or “the
unknown.”

Theme - the central or dominant idea behind the story; the most important aspect that emerges from
how the book treats its subject. Sometimes theme is easy to see, but, at other times, it may be
more difficult. Theme is usually expressed indirectly, as an element the reader must figure out.
It is a universal statement about humanity, rather than a simple statement dealing with plot or
characters in the story. Themes are generally hinted at through different methods: a phrase or
quotation that introduces the novel, a recurring element in the book, or an observation made
that is reinforced through plot, dialogue, or characters. 1t must be emphasized that not all works
of literature have themes in them. Example: In a story about a man who is diagnosed with cancer
and, through medicine and will-power, returns to his former occupation, the theme might be:
“Real courage is demonstrated through internal bravery and perseverance.” In a poem about a
flower that grows, blooms, and dies, the theme might be: “Youth fades, and death comes to all.”

© Copyright 2006, Prestwick House, Inc. 98



© Stud ernl"s paige

The pear'
Name: Date:
Pre-Reading
Research
Objective: Researching how background can influence an author

An author’s experiences can be conveyed in his or her work. Such was the case of John Steinbeck,
many of whose novels are set in the area where he grew up.

Activity

Use the introductory preface located on the first page in your book to complete the activity below. Al
the information has been paraphrased from the preface, with blanks left for you to enter the response

that best completes each thought.

The author of The Pearl, John Steinbeck, was born in in . The
valley in which he grew up, as well as the nearby , serve as settings in
many of his novels. He attended in 1919 and enrolled in various writing

and literature courses, but left without a degree in 1925. Over the following five years,

he worked as a laborer and in while working on

his first novel. In the 1930s he married and moved to Pacific Grove, where he published

several other works of fiction and a collection of short stories, , by

1940. Financial success and recognition came after the publication of

in 1935. Two of his most powerful novels were published toward the end of this period,

Of Mice and Men and . Throughout the nineteen-forties and fifties, many

other novels followed these successes, among them

El ]

and . He continued writing and publishing up to and even beyond the

time of his death, with several works being published posthumously. The f{inal decades of
his life were spent in New York City with his third wife. He won a in

and died in
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