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Center your title, but do not underline, italicize, boldface, or use word art for the title.
The title may be the name of the assignment (e.g. Chapter 12 Making Predictions). Please use
one inch margins on all sides. Please use 10 or 12 point Times New Roman font ONLY. Please
use normal character spacing. Please use black ink and white paper. Please be sure to double-
space all assignments, unless the teacher tells you otherwise.

Do not hit the “enter” button twice between paragraphs. If the assignment requires the
answering of questions, please include the question. Please use complete sentences when

answering questions.



Appendices

Terms and Definitions

Abstract — language expressing a thought apart from any material or physical object. This type of writing
allows readers to find more than one meaning from the same words. Examples: beauty, love, freedom.

Allusion — a reference to a person, place, poem, book, event, etc., which is not part of the story, that
the author expects the reader will recognize. Example: In The Glass Menagerie, Tom speaks of
“Chamberlain’s umbrella,” a reference to British Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain.

Characterization — the methods, incidents, speech, etc., an author uses to reveal the people in the book.
Characterization is depicted by what the person says, what others say, and by his or her actions.

Cliché — a familiar word or phrase that is used so often that it is no longer fresh or meaningful, but trite.
Example: “All’'s well that ends well.”

Climax — the point of greatest dramatic tension or excitement in a story. Examples: Othello’s murder of
Desdemona. In To Kill a Mockingbird, the person chasing Scout is killed.

Coming of Age — a novel or other work of literature in which the main character or characters grow, mature,
or understand the world in adult terms. Examples: The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn; The Cay.

Concrete — language refernng to something that can be perceived by lhe senses. Examples: pavement,
‘hunger, locomotive.

Connotation — a meaning of a word that carries a suggested meaning different from the actual definition.
Example: The word “fireplace” has a connotation of warmth, comfort, security, and home. The actual
definition, though, is a brick area in a home that contains a fire.

Dialect — a particular kind of speech used by members of one specific group because of its geographical
location or class. Example: Jim, in Huckleberry Finn says, “Shet de do.” [“Shut the door”.]

Dynamic Characters — people in the book that evolve, change, or surprise the reader. Example: Helen Keller
in The Miracle Worker.

Editorial — a piece written in a newspaper, which expresses a viewpoint, as opposed to a news article, which
presents only facts.

Falling Action — additional action that follows the climax. Example: After the deaths near the end of Hamlet,
the Prince of Norway enters, and Horatio explains what happened.

Faulty Generalization — a mistake in reasoning made by arriving at a conclusion without enough evidence.

Example: Most of the women drivers I see do not drive well; therefore, women should not be allowed
to drive.
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Flat or Static Character — a one-dimensional character who lacks diversity and complexity; a character
who is either all good or all bad and does not change. Because the character behaves in just one way,
he or she is easy to comprehend. Example: Sherlock Holmes seems to be calm, deliberative, and in
complete charge, regardless of the situation.

Foreshadowing — the use of hints or clues in a story to suggest what action is to come. Foreshadowing is
frequently used to create interest and build suspense. Example: Two small and seemingly inconse-
quential car accidents predict and hint at the upcoming, important wreck in The Great Gatshy.

Generalization —an idea, statement, or conclusion that is formed for an entire group or category. Generalizations
can pertain to nearly anything. Example: Pit bulls are vicious dogs.

Imagery — the use of words to evoke impressions and meanings that are more than just the basic, accepted
definitions of the words themselves. Example: The quotation, “Get thee to a nunnery,” from Hamlet
implies that Ophelia must regain her purity and chastity and does not simply mean that she needs
to go to a convent.

Inference — the act of drawing a conclusion that is not actually stated by the author. Example: In The Pigman,
John and Lorraine are writing a “memorial epic” about Mr. Pignati. Therefore, the reader may logically
assume that Mr. Pignati dies in the book.

Irony — a perception of inconsistency, sometimes humorous, in which the significance and understanding
of a statement or event is changed by its context. Example: The firehouse burned down.

* Dramatic Irony — the audience or reader knows more about a character’s situation than the character
does and knows that the character’s understanding is incorrect. Example: In Medea, Creon asks,
“What atrocities could she commit in one day?” The reader, however, knows Medea will destroy her
family and Creon’s by day’s end.

e Structural Irony — the use of a naive hero, whose incorrect perceptions differ from the reader’s cor-
rect ones. Example: Huck Finn.

» Verbal Irony - a discrepancy between what is said and what is really meant; sarcasm. Example: A
large man whose nickname is “Tiny.”

Loss of Innocence - a story in which an innocent child or young adult lives a blissful and happy life,
untouched by evil or hardship. This innocence is shattered, however, by what the character observes
or experiences about the world, which changes him or her. Examples: A Day No Pigs Would Die, and
Night.

Metaphor — a comparison of two things that are basically dissimilar in which one is described in terms
of the other. Example: The moon, a haunting lantern, shone through the clouds.

Monologue — an extended speech by one character, either when alone or to others. Example: The Love
Song of ]. Alfred Prufrock; Mark Antony’s speech at Caesar’s funeral.
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