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The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn

Terms and Definitions

Characterization - the methods, incidents, speech, etc., an author uses to reveal the people in the
book.

Coming of Age - a novel in which the main character or characters grow, mature, or understand
the world in adult terms. Example: The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn.

Dialect - a distinctive variety of language spoken by members of an identifiable regional group,
nation, or social class. Example: Jim, in Huckleberry Finn says, “Shet de do.”” (“Shut the
door™).

Irony - a subtle, sometimes humorous perception of inconsistency in which the significance of a
statement or event is changed by its content. For example: the firehouse burned down.

«  Dramatic irony - the audience knows more about a character’s situation than the
character does, foreseeing an outcome contrary from the character’s expectations. The
character’s statements have one meaning for the character and a different meaning for the
reader, who knows more than the character.

Structural irony - a naive hero whose view of the world differs from the author’s and
reader’s. Structural irony flatters the reader’s intelligence at the expense of the hero.

o Verbal irony - a discrepancy between what is said and what is really meant; sarcasm.
Example: calling a stupid man smart.

Motivation - the reasons behind a character’s actions. Example: Huckleberry Finn travels down
the Mississippi River in order to escape the Widow Douglas, who wants to “sivililize”” him.

Parody - a mocking imitation of a subject or person designed to ridicule the subject in an
exaggerated, often sarcastic way.

Point of View - the position or vantage point from which the events of a story seem to come and
are presented to the reader. The author determines the point of view. The two most common
are First-person and Third-person. Example: In The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, the
reader receives all the information from Huck’s vantage point, which is an example of a first-
person point of view; the only things that are known come through him.

Protagonist - the central or main character in a story around which the plot centers. Example:
Hester Prynne in The Scarlet Letter.

Satire - using humor to ridicule. Example: Animal Farm.
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Stereotype - the act of putting people into groups based on race, religion, nationality, physical
appearance, social class, or some other easily identifiable characteristic. Example: In The
Last of the Mohicans, Magua and Uncas have become the stereotypical ideals of evil and
good Indians.

Theme - the central or dominant idea behind the story; the most important aspect that emerges
from how the book treats its subject. Sometimes theme is easy to see, but, at other times, 1t
may be more difficult. Theme is usually expressed indirectly, as an element the reader must
figure out. It is a universal statement about humanity, rather than a simple statement dealing
with plot or characters in the story. Themes are generally hinted at through different devices:
a phrase or quotation that introduces the novel, a recurring element in the book, or an
observation made that is reinforced through plot, dialogue, or characters. It must be
emphasized that not all works of literature have themes in them.

In a story about a man who is diagnosed with cancer and, through medicine and will-power,
returns to his former occupation, the theme might be: “real courage is demonstrated through
internal bravery and perseverance.” In a poem about a flower that grows, blooms, and dies,
the theme might be: “youth fades and death comes to all.”
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Chapters I-VII

Theme

Objective: = Recognizing emerging themes by analyzing the statements and actions of
the characters.
Recognizing and appreciating the humor in this work.

Activity I:
; 8 One of the major themes in this story is hinted at in the following passage:

“The Widow Douglas she took me for her son, and allowed she would sivilize
me; but it was rough living in the house all the time, considering how dismal
regular and decent the widow was in all her ways; arid so when T couldn’t stand
it no longer I lit out. I got into my old rags and my sugar-hogshead again, and
was free and satisfied.” (Pg. 13)

Huck finds living in the Widow Douglas’ “sivilized” home to be “rough living.”
Further, he describes the Widow as being “dismal regular and decent,” implying
that living a civilized life is no fun.

The reader understands from this passage that Huck is more comfortable when he
is free of the constraints of civilization. A statement of theme for this passage
might be:

The freedom to live outside civilized society may bring more happiness than the
restrictions of civilized society can.

2. Analyze the following excerpt from the story and write a statement of theme
based on it.

“Pretty soon I wanted to smoke, and asked the widow to let me. But she
wouldn’t. She said it was a mean practice and wasn’t clean, and I must try to not
do it any more. That is just the way with some people. They get down on a thing
when they don’t know nothing about it. Here she was a-bothering about Moses,
which was no kin to her, and no use to anybody, being gone, you see, yet finding
a power of fault with me for doing a thing that had some good in it. And she
took snuff, too; of course that was all right, because she done it herself” (Pg.
14)

Analysis of the Meaning of the Passage

Statement of Theme
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Activity II:

Review the list of quotations from the first seven chapters of the story on the following
chart and decide which passages support:

Theme #1 — the conflict between civilization and nature

Theme #2- the hypocritical use of Christian values

Complete the chart by noting the theme(s) on the chart next to the passage it supports,
Some quotations may seem to support more than one theme. If you believe more than
one theme fits, note both themes on the chart. Make notes to support your answers. The
first one is done for you as an example,
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