AP English Language Suggested Reading List:

Colonial America: Diaries and Journals
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“Of Plymouth Plantation” William Bradford

“The Tenth Muse Lately Sprung up in America” Anne Bradstreet
“Diary” Samuel Sewell

“A Key into the Language of America” Roger Williams

“A History of the Dividing Line” William Byrd

“Narrative of the Life of Olaudah Equiano” Olaudah Equiano
“Letters to an American Farmer” Hector St. John de Crévecoeur
**“Autobiography” Benjamin Franklin

“Poor Richard’s Almanac” Benjamin Franklin

. “The Federalist Papers” Thomas Paine

. “Common Sense” Thomas Paine

. “The Sketch Book of Geoffrye Crayon” Washington Irving
. “The History of New York” Washington Irving

. “Charlotte Temple” Susanna Rowson

. Anything by James Fennimore Cooper

The Romantic Period: Essayists and Poets
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“Nature” Ralph Waldo Emerson

Any novel by Charles Dickens

“Walden” Henry David Thoreau

“Leaves of Grass” Walt Whitman

“The Song of Hiawatha” Henry Wadsworth Longfellow
“Biglow Papers, First Series” James Russell Lowell

“The Autocrat at the Breakfast Table” Oliver Wendell Holmes
“Papers on Literature and Art” Margaret Fuller

“Women in the Nineteenth Century” Margaret Fuller
Frankenstein Mary Shelley

Any collection of poems by Emily Dickinson

“Moby Dick” Herman Melville

“The House of the Seven Gables” Nathaniel Hawthorne
**“The Scarlet Letter” Nathaniel Hawthorne

“Democracy in America” Alex de Tocqueville

“Tales of the Grotesque and the Arabesque” Edgar Allen Poe
“Uncle Tom’s Cabin” Harriet Beecher Stowe

“Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass” Frederick Douglass
**“The Devil’s Dictionary” Ambrose Bierce

Any complete novel by Jane Austen



Modern Readings

21. Crime and Punishment — Fyodor Dostoevsky

22. **The Jungle — Upton Sinclair

23. The Last of the Mohicans — James Fennimore Cooper
24. Moby Dick — Herman Melville

25. Red Badge of Courage - Stephan Crane

26.To Kill a Mockingbird — Harper Lee—Required Reading
27. Wuthering Heights — Emily Bronte

28. Sense and Sensibility — Jane Austin

29. Jonathan Livingston Seagull - John Bach

30. **Jane Eyre — Charlotte Bronte

31. **The Great Gatsby - F. Scott Fitzgerald

32. **0ld Man and the Sea — Ernest Hemingway

33. Mere Christianity — C.S. Lewis

34. **The Screwtape Letters — C.S. Lewis

35. Moby Dick — Herman Melville

36. Death of a Salesman — Arthur Miller

37. 1984 - George Orwell

38. The Scarlet Pimpernel — Emmuska Orczy

39. Any novel by H.G. Wells

40. **Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man—James Joyce



Project for To Kill a Mockingbird

*Make a comparison between Genesis 39:7-20 where Potiphar’s wife tries to seduce Joseph and the
scene from To Kill a Mockingbird where Mayella Ewell does the same for Tom Robinson.

*Use the Venn diagram (see handout) to plan out the similarities and differences between the two
accounts.

*Write a 500 word essay on the conclusions from your comparisons using analysis and synthesis.
Use MLA format.

Double space.

*Complete the multiple choice worksheets in accordance with To Kill a Mockingbird:

Project for Second and Third Novels

1. Find at least twenty-five vocab words scattered throughout the book.
*List the page number where you found the word.
*Copy the context sentence surrounding the word.
*Write the definition and part of speech.
*Write an original sentence that uses the word in its proper form.
*Everything must be typed.

2. Using the given worksheets, complete at least five of the worksheets per novel.
*You should choose novels from different time periods (categories).

*Make full use of the help that the worksheets offer you in critical thinking.

**Do not choose a novel that you have already read.



Some of the following terms may be used in the multiple-choice questions and/or answers, or in essay-section instructions.
You might choose 1o incorporate others into your essay writing, for example, to help explain the effect of a literary device
mentioned in the essay prompt.

ad hominem argument  From the Latin meaning “to or against the man,” this is an argument that appeals to emotion
rather than reason, to feeling rather than intellect.

allegory The device of using character and/or story elements symbolically to represent an abstraction in addition to
the literal meaning. In some allegories, for example, an author may intend the characters 10 personify an abstraction like
hope or freedom. The allegorical meaning usually deals with moral truth or a generalization about human existence.

alliteration  The repetition of sounds, especially initial consonant sounds in two or more neighboring words (as in
“she sells sea shells”). Although the term is not used in the multiple-choice section, you can look for alliteration in any
essay passage. The repetition can reinforce meaning, unify ideas, and/or supply a musical sound.

allusion A direct or indirect reference to something that is presumably commonly known, such as an event, book,
myth, place, or work of art. Allusions can be historical (like referring to Hitler), literary (like referring to Kortz in
Heart of Darkness), religious (like referring to Noah and the flood), or mythical (Jike referring to Atlas). There are,
of course, many more possibilities, and a work may simultaneously use multiple layers of allusion.

ambiguity The multiple meanings, either intentional or unintentional, of a word, phrase, sentence, or passage.

analogy A similanty or comparison between two different things or the relationship between them. An analogy can
explain something unfamiliar by associating it with, or pointing out its similarity to, something more familiar. Analogies
can also make writing more vivid, imaginative, and intellectually engaging.

antecedent The word, phrase, or clause referred to by a pronoun. The AP English Language and Composition Exam
occasionally asks for the antecedent of a given pronoun in a long, complex sentence or in a group of sentences.

antithesis A figure of speech involving a seeming contradiction of ideas, words, clauses, or sentences within a balanced
grammatica] structure. The resulting parallelism serves to emphasize opposition of ideas. The familiar phrase “Man pro-
poses, God disposes” is an example of antithesis, as is John Dryden’s description in The Hind and the Panther: *“Too black
for heaven, and yet too white for hell”

aphorism A terse statement of known authorship that expresses a general truth or moral principle. (If the authorship
is unknown, the statement is generally considered to be a folk proverb.) An aphorism can be a memorable summation of
the author’s point.

apostrophe A figure of speech that directly addresses an absent or imaginary person or personified abstraction, such
as liberty or love. The effect may add familiarity or emotional intensity. William Wordsworth addresses John Milton as
he writes, “Milton, thou shouldst be living at this hour: England hath need of thee”

atmosphere  The emotional mood created by the entirety of a literary work, established partly by the setting and partly
by the author’s choice of objects that are described. Even such elements as a description of the weather can contribute to
the atmosphere. Frequently, atmosphere foreshadows events. See mood.

caricature A representation, especially pictorial or literary, in which the subject’s distinctlive features or peculiarities
are deliberately exaggerated to produce a comic or grotesque effect. Sometimes caricature can be so exaggerated that it
becomes a grotesque imitation or misrepresentation. Synonymous words include burlesque, parody, travesty, satire,
lampoon.
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